[Diagnosis of malaria in Antananarivo City: examination of the results obtained at the Institut Pasteur de Madagascar from 2001 to 2004].
Malaria diagnosis is part of the daily activities of the Clinical Biology Center (CBC) of the Institut Pasteur de Madagascar in Antananarivo. Over a period of four years (2001-2004), regardless the methods being used, out of 6537 blood samples examined, 159 (2.43%) tests were positive. All four species of Plasmodium infecting human. were detected with a high prevalence of P. falciparum (87.2%). 49/159 patients were foreigners, but their files did not allow us to distinguish imported from locally acquired malaria cases. Also, among Malagasy patients, there was no possibility to recognize introduced malaria cases (contracted in coastal areas). In Madagascar malaria remains a public health problem. But fever and recent history of fever are often considered and treated as malaria. Our results demonstrated that confirmed malaria rate was very low. Reporting malaria on the basis of clinical signs overestimates malaria cases at the national level. The importance of malaria biological diagnosis is discussed in this article.